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Eckenroad retires

Following its January meeting, Martin Noll,
Chairman of the Oak Park Development
Corporation announced that the Board had
accepted the letter of retirement for John
Eckenroad effective March 1. Vice President
Sara Faust has been appointed to succeed him.

Mr. Eckenroad is retiring after a distinguished
career of public service. Before moving to Oak
Park he served as Village Manager in Northfield
for over two decades and as an Executive
Director of an international trade association.
Mr. Eckenroad joined OPDC in 1996 after
serving as interim Village Manager of Oak Park.
He was appointed President of OPDC in 1997
following the retirement of OPDC’s first
President & CEO Art Replogle.

John’s understanding of municipal government
and his leadership have been important to the
Corporation for the last decade. He has built
important relationships that have helped OPDC
expand the business community of our Village.
And although he will be missed, we wish both
Margie and him all the best in their retirement.

OPDC ANNUAL MEETING

Special thanks to Mary Ludgin from Heitman for her
participation in this evening’s program and to Mike
Fox and the Carleton Hotel for their generosity.

Three Annual Meeting speakers, OPDC Chairman
Marty Noll; VOP President & OPDC Director David
Pope; and special guest Mary Ludgin will bring brief
insights on OPDC and Oak Park’s position in this
economy, the importance of the Village-OPDC
partnership, and challenges and opportunities that
await us as OPDC begins its 35" Year.
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...the final word

It takes lots of help to be successful. OPDC has
been extremely fortunate to be blessed with an
outstanding Board of Directors, each bringing an
important perspective to our work. Their counsel is
the foundation of OPDC. Our staff, marvelous and
dedicated, is an enormous resource. And then, there
is a long list of business people who risk their own
dollars to grow Oak Park.

| thank you all. You have made my job fun, exciting
and worthwhile.

Jotin #. Eclenroad

President, OPDC 1997-2009

O

If you need assistance or more information, please
contact any one of the OPDC professional staff. Our
office is located at
104 N. Oak Park Avenue, Ste. 203
Oak Park, IL 60301
Tel. 708-383-3838 Fax: 708-383-3414
www.OakParkDevelopmentCorporation.com

Contact:

Sara Faust
S.Faust@opdc.net

Karen Komala
K.Komala@opdc.net

Michelle Uhler
M.Uhler@opdc.net



http://www.oakparkdevelopmentcorporation.com/
mailto:S.Faust@opdc.net
mailto:K.Komala@opdc.net
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2008 Statistics

For reporting purposes, OPDC tracks information
about its clients, the type of assistance provided
(may be more than one type for a client) and the
source of referral. The number of proactively
sought clients increased significantly this year as
compared to last. Technical assistance and
counseling needs are up but the remaining
categories are very similar to previous years.

e In 2008, OPDC provided assistance to 637
clients, up slightly from 2007.

e Three-fourths were Oak Park businesses or
residents.

e 35% of the known racial make up was
minority, more than double of 2007.

e 62% of the clients were male.

e Nearly 60% of the clients were sought
through pro-active outreach, more than
double of 2007.

e Referral by former client continues to be the
second leading source of contact.

The Commercial Loan Program that provides below
market financing for acquisition and construction
reported outstanding balances on 5 loans totaling
over $1.6 million at year end.

One new Micro Loan in the amount of $75,000
was approved in 2008. OPDC’s Micro Loan
Program provides access to affordable capital to
Oak Park’s smaller businesses. 3 loans report total
balances of nearly $180,000 in the program.

Lori Malinski joined OPDC to work with Roosevelt
Road and North Avenue Business Associations. After
seven years she is leaving OPDC for the private sector.
Lori has been a good representative for OPDC and
helpful to both groups, among her other duties. We wish
her well and are glad she’s still in the neighborhood.

Around the Netghborhooos

Harrison Gtreet Arts DistriCt

Three OPDC-assisted businesses are among the
new ones opening in 2008 on Harrison Street. Part
of its ongoing efforts to strengthen Oak Park’s
gateways, OPDC continues to work with, and be
impressed with, the innovative business owners on
Harrison Street.

OPDC provided fagcade grants to both Eastgate Café,
102 Harrison, www.eastgatecafe.net and Magical
Minds Studio, 343 Harrison
www.magicalmindstudios.com.

OPDC also provided assistance
and a loan to help Brigette Lytle open Briejo
Restaurant 211 Harrison www.briejo.com . All three
are great additions to the district.

South Marion District Adding to the

longtime businesses in the area who have continued
to invest, storefronts are really changing; some with
varying degrees of assistance from OPDC.
Sometimes, site location assistance or a little
counseling helps, as was the case with
MichaelFitzsimmons Decorative Arts,

208 S. Marion www.fitzdecarts.com and Salon 212,
109 S. Marion www.salon212.com. Sometimes it's
more, as OPDC also provided a fagade grant for the
Boulevard Arcade Bldg, 1031-35 South Boulevard.

We’re happy to help however we can.
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The 34™ Annual Meeting of the
Oak Park Development Corporation
Wednesday, February Twenty-fifth, Two Thousand Nine

PROGRAM

Martin J. Noll, Chairman, Community Bank OPRF & OPDC
David Pope, President, Village of Oak Park
Mary Ludgin, Director of Global Investment Research, Heitman

2008 NICHOLAS AWARDS PRESENTATION

John H. Eckenroad, President, OPDC
Sara J. R. Faust, Vice President, OPDC

Tonight we recognize a company, business owner, developer or
property owner who has, in OPDC’s judgment, made a significant
commitment to the business community during the past year.
Assistance from OPDC, such as a loan or grant, is not a requirement
for consideration.

First awarded twenty-nine years ago by OPDC, these awards are
named to honor Robert E. Nicholas, Oak Park’s pioneer commercial
developer during the early 1900s. Mr. Nicholas was an astute business
leader and dedicated director of the former Oak Park Trust. His
developments included Lytton’s, the Fair Department Store and the
Westgate area.

The Book Table, 1035 Lake Street
Briejo Restaurant, 211 Harrison Street
Buona, 7025 North Avenue
Camp Bow Wow, 6046 Roosevelt Road
Pullano/Dienberg Facade Renovation, 114 Madison Street
Geppetto’s Toy Box, 730 Lake Street
Lido’s Caffe, 122 N. Marion Street
Maison Suzanne Antiques, 206 S. Marion Street
Marion Street Cheese Market, 100 S. Marion Street
Michael FitzSimmons Decorative Arts, 208 S. Marion Street
Prodigy Glass, 207 Harrison Street
RP Fox & Associates Building Renovation, 1023-31 Lake Street
Salon 212, 109 S. Marion Street
Sushi House, 1107 Lake Street
Trader Joe’s, 483 N. Harlem Avenue

Our ongoing thanks and congratulations to each of the Nicholas
Award recipients. Please patronize these and other local businesses
and thank them for their continued investment in Oak Park.

2008 OPDC

Board of Directors

Martin J. Noll, OPDC Chair
Community Bank Oak Park River Forest

John H. Eckenroad, OPDC President
Oak Park Development Corporation

A. Richard Gloor, OPDC Secretary
Gloor Realty

Brad A. Luecke, OPDC Treasurer

Michael E. Kelly, OPDC Past Chairman
First Bank of Oak Park Corporation

Dr. Donna M. Carroll
Dominican University

Gary Collins
The Private Bank

Bruce M. Elegant
Rush Oak Park Hospital

Ramona Fox
Oak Park Area Assn. of Realtors

Thomas Gallagher

Susie Goldschmidt
Corus Bank

Joe Hogan
First Suburban National Bank

Jay E. Kreuzer
West Suburban Medical Center

Llyn Longwell
The Jewelry Studio

Jerry Mytych
AT&T lllinois

David Pope
Village of Oak Park

Roberta Raymond
Sherlynn Reid

Philip J. Rock
Rock, Fusco & Associates

Jerome R. Vainisi
Forest Park National Bank & Trust
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Boulevard Arcade Building before & after Pullano/Deinberg before & after
1031-35 South Boulevard 114 Madison Street

OPDC FACADE GRANTS LEVERAGE INVESTMENT OF 8:1

Shown are just some of the 15 facade grant projects completed in 2008 in the OPDC Commercial
Property Rehab & Preservation Program for property owners and tenants. Grants totaling nearly
$120,000 distributed in 2008 among 15 projects, report a private investment just under $1 Million.
Projects all over Oak Park were completed in 2008. Funding for these grants is provided by the
Village through its contract with OPDC. First, projects are approved, then grants are reimbursed
upon successful completion of approved work and the submission of requisite paperwork.

Funding in 2009 is reduced for this program. Modifications are planned to ease the process for

applicants, lessen the administrative costs and still deliver an incentive (albeit likely a lesser
amount) for building improvements. Once programmatic changes are made, details will be
available at www.OakParkDevelopmentCorporation.com .
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Eastgate Café
102 Harrison

New OPDC Directors in 2009

Buona before & after
7025 North Avenue

*Iéringe Home Design
109 N. Marion Street

Ramona Fox, GRI ABR joined the OPDC Board
late in 2008. She succeeds Gary Mancuso, serving
OPDC in her role as President of the Oak Park
Area Association of Realtors. Ramona has been a
realtor in the Oak Park & River Forest area for 20
years and is Partner/Owner of Town Square
Associates, Ltd. A lifelong resident of River
Forest, she is a graduate of Trinity High School
and Spring Hill College in Mobile, AL.

M. Patricia Shehorn, was elected to the OPDC
Board as EVP/CEO of Westlake Hospital and
West Suburban Medical Center. She succeeds Jay

Kruezer. Patricia began her career at Resurrection
Health Care in 1999. She holds a Master degree
and Bachelor of Science degree from University of
Pittsburgh as well as a Master of Science in
Education from Duquesne University.

Sara J.R. Faust joins the OPDC Board succeeding
John Eckenroad as President of OPDC. Beginning
her career in politics and Mainstreet, Sara moved
to Oak Park to join OPDC in 1994 as vice
president. A graduate of Cottey College, Sara
received both her Bachelor of Science and Master
degrees from Drake University in Des Moines, 1A.
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